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of the leather, tanned with avaram bark only, on exposure to
.sunlight. The province of Madras and the Mysore State thus
succeeded in developing a leather industry based partly on
their own raw materials and partly on materials obtained from
other provinces. Since the war of 1914-18 they also began to
import wattle bark from Natal to supplement their local sup-
plies.
The development of leather tanning in northern India in
contradistinction to the light tannages of southern and western
India is entirely the outcome of military efforts to obatin suit-
able supplies of army boots and accoutrements- At Cawn-
pore, soon after the establishment of the Harness and Saddlery
Factory on a permanent basis in 1867, Messrs Cooper Allen
& Co. started the Government Boot and Army Equipment
Factory and, at the outset, received a considerable amount of
financial assistance from the Government- The successful
establishment of the industry on a large scale is due to the fol-
lowing facts: (1) Cawnpore is a convenient centre for the col-
lection of hides from northern India; (2) at the outset there
were large supplies of cheap babul bark, an excellent tanning
material; (3) the business was in the hands of enterprising
Europeans, whose efforts were viewed with favour, and largely
assisted by the Government, which provided a market in the
early days for the bulk of the outturn; (4) the Chamars of the
surrounding region, who were originally village labourers and
tanners, were available for work in the tanneries.
Later on, the resources of the United Provinces and the
neighbouring regions in tanning materials and hides and skins
together with the extensive military and civilian demand for
leather goodjs helped the industry to develop to its present
dimensions. The supplies of tanstuffs are now being supple-
mented by imports of wattle bark from Africa. Chrome tan-
ning also is being adopted partly. From the point of view
of preparing bark-tanned finished leather, the region from
Cawnpore to Agra has become the most important area in the
whole of India.
The local resources of the province of Bengal in hides and
skins are, as already stated, second only to those of Madras but
good local tanning materials are not available. Bark and
myrobalans have to be obtained from other parts of India.